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JOHN CAGE

WATER MUSIC

For a pianist, using also a radio, whistles, water containers,
a deck of cards, a wooden stick and objects for preparing a piano

duration: 6 minutes
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The ten accompanying sheets constituce the material for a single sheet of music for a pianise-musician, the title of which changes to be Diagram for poster
that of the place or date of its performance. David Tudor first performed it at the New School for Social Research in New York City
and it was entitled 66 W. 12; at Woodstock, M.Y. it was entitled August 29, 1952.

Generally programmed as Water Music the ten sheets are numbered, five of them at the right corners, five of them at the lefc corners.
When the same numbers are adjacent, the sheets are in order and a single page may be made by mounting these on a cardboard approxi-
mately 34 inches wide and 55 inches high. For a performance, these mounted sheets should be suitably suspended or affixed so that
the notation is visible to the pianist and to the audience,

Three whistles are required: water warbler, siren and duck (plastic) whistle, obtainable in toy or five-and-dime stores; a bowl of water;
two receptacles for teceiving and pouring water; a radio; a pack of playing cards; a wooden stick; and 4 (four) objects for preparing a
piano (e.g., bolts, screws, rubber strips, etc.).

"The numbers refer to the time of initiating each sound or group of sounds, the numbers preceding a point being minutes, those follow-
ing seconds. There are two halfsystems on cach of the ten sheets; a full system equals 40 seconds. A watch with a second hand is

usefud in performance.
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